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So reported Harper’s in August 1990." The validity of this comparison has been called
into question as being one of not apples to apples, but rutabegas to rutabegas,? yet our
curiosity about the matter remains: How has our vocabulary changed over time?

1 Index, Harper’s, August 1990, http://is.gd/iWaF
2 "Does the average American student have less vocabulary today than in days gone by?" Cecil Adams, The Straight
Dope, September 7 2007 http://is.gd/iWbZ



My project is to compare the vocabularies of a collection of English-language novels
published between the late ninteenth century and the present day, in order to measure
the overlap between the those vocabularies, as well as to identify specific words that
are exclusive to one group or another.

Sample visualization from Book Scraper Sample visualization from Wordnik of the word “vanity”

Vocab contest

Pick two publications and see how their vocabulary compares

Father Goriot . :]
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Collins, Wilkie
The Moonstone

Moonstone. His offices were in the Duke Block, over the drug store. Larry, the
Dr. Howard Archie had just come up from a game of pool with the Jewish
clothier and two traveling men who happened to be staying overnight in

As the doctor in New England villages is proverbially old, so the doctor in
small Colorado towns twenty-five years ago was generally young. Dr. Archie was
barely thirty. He was tall, with massive shoulders which he held stiffly, and a

Denver tailor. The doctor was always well dressed.
Dr. Archie turned up the student’s lamp and sat down in the swivel chair before

his desk. He sat uneasily, beating a tattoo on his knees with his fingers, and

smelling of warming flannels.

At three o’clock in the morning Dr. Archie was in the parlor putting on his

cuffs and coat--there was no spare bedroom in that house. Peter Kronborg’s

tongue.
“Now, be still, | want to count.” Dr. Archie reached for her hand and took out
his watch. When he put her hand back under the quilt he went over to one of the

When she heard the front door open, it occurred to her that the pleasant thing
which was going to happen was Dr. Archie himself. He came in and warmed his
hands at the stove. As he turned to her, she threw herself wearily toward him,

and so milky white. Thea must have got her hair and her silky skin from her
mother. She was a little Swede, through and through. Dr. Archie could not help
thinking how he would cherish a little creature like this if she were his. Her
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