“Average number of words
In the written vocabulary

of a 6- to 14-year-old
American child in 1945: 25,000

“Average number today: 1 0,000

Sample visualization from Book Scraper

So reported Harper's in August 1990." The validity

of this comparison has been called into question as Vocab contest

beiﬂg one Of no.t app|eS .to app|eS, bUt rUtabegaS .to Pick two publications and see how their vocabulary compares
rutabegas,? yet our curiosity about the matter remains: ;t:‘ik": :i

s You Like It v
How has our vocabulary changed over time? Compare

| propose comparing the aggregated vocabulary of
the top 20 novels at Project Gutenberg® with that of
the top 20 books on the New York Times harcover
fiction best-seller list, and—in a manner informed
by data visualizations such as those at Wordnik* Far From The Madding Crowd
and Book Scraper®™—to present those words that o
are shared between the two sets, as well as those Samole visualization rom Wordrik of the word “vanity”
words that are exclusive to one or the other. The iCii

project will show how the frequency of shared
words has changed, as well as the breadth of each
group’s vocabulary overall. D e N e
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